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REPORT. 


HE  Guild  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  was  organized  by  the 


JL  late  Rector,  now  Bishop  of  Oregon  and  Washington  Ter¬ 
ritory,  in  1866.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  there  was  one 
single  object  then  in  the  mind  of  the  parish  in  organizing 
this  institution, — to  furnish  means  to  pay  for  the  building  then 
being  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Sunday  and  Parish  schools. 
Very  much  interest  was  at  first  manifested  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Its  monthly  meetings  were  well  attended.  By  contri¬ 
butions  in  money,  by  the  sale  of  fancy  articles  made  by  the 
skillful  fingers  of  the  ladies,  and  in  various  other  ways,  the 
sum  of  $4953.85  was  raised  in  three  years,  thus: — In  1866, 
$2500.45;  1867,  $1771.67;  1868,  $681.73.  The  building 
then  being  completed,  the  work  of  the  Guild  almost  ceased. 
The  falling  off  in  the  results  of  each  year  is  worthy  of  notice 
in  passing. 

The  meetings  the  first  year  being  well  attended,  a  lively 
interest  was  taken  in  the  work ;  then,  by  degrees,  the  at¬ 
tendance  diminished  month  by  month,  until  at  length  a  few- 
only  of  the  originators  of  it  were  found  willing  to  attend 
at  all.  It  need  not  surprise  us,  therefore,  that  they  should 
have  become  disheartened,  and  suffered  it  to  drop  entirely. 
There  was,  however,  some  vitality  left  in  it, — it  was  asleep, 
but  not  dead,  and  was  not  to  die, — when  the  present  Rector, 
having  wraited  long  enough  to  understand  the  people  among 
whom  he  had  come  an  entire  stranger,  and  to  measure  the 
work  that  lay  before  him,  determined  to  reorganize  the  asso¬ 
ciation.  This  he  attempted  —  with  what  success  we  shall 
presently  see — by  calling  the  congregation  together  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th  of  October  last.  Only  twenty  persons 


1 


4 


attended.  An  adjourned  meeting  was  held  on  the  19th  of 
the  same  month,  when  there  were  fifty-four  present.  A  con¬ 
stitution  was  adopted,  the  second  article  of  which  provided  that 
“  The  object  of  the  Guild  is  to  help  on  the  work  of  the  parish 
by  organized  exertion,  whether  in  building  a  new  church,  a 
church  home,  or  in  missions,  or  in  the  Parish  or  Sunday 
school,  or  in  serving  the  sick  and  poor,  or  in  seeking  to  pro¬ 
mote  reverence  in  the  services  of  the  church,  and  in  bringing 
others  to  attend  them.” 

It  was  further  resolved,  that  the  one  feature  of  the  old  or¬ 
ganization, — that  of  collecting  money  for  some  parish  work, — 
should  be  continued,  but  as  a  subordinate  object;  the  main 
and  leading  purpose  being  to  unite  the  people  in  every  good 
work  of  which  the  parish  was  capable.  It  was  to  be  of  the 
most  practical  character,  calculated  to  reach  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  men  within  the  parish  bounds  ;  to  ameliorate  the 
sufferings  of  the  sick,  the  sorrowful,  and  the  poor;  to  instruct 
the  ignorant ;  to  reclaim  the  vicious, — in  a  word,  to  carry  the 
gospel  with  its  inestimable  blessings  to  every  heart  within  our 
reach,  and  to  send  succor  and  comfort  to  the  homes  of  the 
missionaries  of  the  church,  in  the  shape  of  clothing,  books, 
and  other  necessaries  of  life  which  their  stinted  salaries  leave 
entirely  out  of  their  reach. 

To  facilitate  the  work,  and  furnish  occupation  to  all  who 
should  be  willing  to  engage  in  it,  the  Guild  was  divided  into 
chapters,  each  w;th  its  head,  with  whom  would  co-operate  such 
persons  as  should  choose  any  particular  branch.  These  chap¬ 
ters  were  as  follows : — The  Sunday  School,  the  Bible  Classes, 
Parish  School,  Parish  Infant  School,  Parish  Library,  District 
Visiting,  Mothers’  Meeting,  Missionary  Sewing  Society,  Indian 
Missions,  Collecting  Money.  The  pecuniary  means  to  support 
all  this  has  been  mainly  furnished  by  the  offertory,  which  is 
made  on  all  occasions  of  public  worship  (when  such  offertory  is 
not  specially  appropriated);  the  only  exceptions  to  this  being 
the  annual  subscriptions  to  the  parish  school,  and  the  small 
amount  paid  weekly  by  the  pupils,  which  do  not  fully  pay  the 
teachers’  salary ;  the  salary  of  the  infant  parish  school 
teacher,  which  is  now  paid  by  two  members  of  the  congrega- 
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tion ;  the  missionary  sewing  society  and  Indian  missions 
which  are  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 

We  shall  now  present,  as  concisely  as  possible,  some  ac¬ 
count  of  the  results  from  this  organization. 

The  Sunday  School. 

For  many  years — probably  from  its  organization — previous 
to  the  incumbency  of  the  present  Rector  but  one  session  per  day 
was  held,  generally  in  the  afternoon ;  consequently,  many  of 
our  children  went  in  the  morning  to  the  schools  which  were 
open  in  the  morning,  and  others  belonging  to  those  schools 
came  to  us  in  the  afternoon.  Thus  many  children  came  to  us 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  parish,  and  over  whom  we  could 
exert  but  little  beneficial  influence;  wlr’le  our  own  children 
were  allowed  to  go  to  other  ple.ces  of  worship,  and  their  parish 
associations  constantly  interfered  with.  After  very  mature  con¬ 
sideration,  the  Rector  decided  to  hold  two  sessions  of  the  main 
Sunday  school  each  day. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  by  this  plan  we  lost  many  of  those 
who  really  did  not  belong  to  us,  and  our  school  is  now  smaller 
than  it  was  a  few  years  since ;  but  we  feel  confident  that  the 
present  arrangement  is  a  great  gain  over  the  former,  inasmuch 
as  we  have  the  entire  control  and  oversight  of  all  that  are  on 
the  roll,  and  can  safely  call  them  the  children  of  the  par'sh. 

The  Sunday  school  now  numbers : — 

Pupils. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Main  Room, 

55 

61 

1 16 

Infant  School,  . 

31 

49 

80 

Bible  Class  — No.  i, 

15 

14 

29 

a  a 

12 

6 

18 

1113 

130 

243 

Teachers. 

Male. 

Female. 

Main  Room, 

-J 

13 

Infant  School,  . 

2 

Bible  Classes, 

I 

3 

4 

18 
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To  support  this  department,  annual  subscriptions  of  $5  are 
asked  from  the  members  of  the  congregation,  but  smaller  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  gratefully  received.  The  same  sum  provides  also 
a  scholarship.  Children  who  do  not  come  on  a  scholarship, 
pay  five  or  ten  cents  per  week,  according  to  circumstances- 
This  ought  to  support  the  school,  but  it  does  not,  there 
being  only  fifty-six  annual  subscribers  now  on  the  list,  making 


a  total  from  that  source  of  ....  $178  50 

Tuition  money  from  children,  ....  50  00 

Books  paid  for  by  children,  .  .  .  .  .  8  37 

Amount  received  the  past  year,  .  .  .  $236  87 


This  pays  but  little  more  than  one-half  the  expenses  ;  the 
remainder  is  furnished  by  the  offertory,  alluded  to  on  a  former 
page. 


The  Infant  Parish  School. 

This  is  a  department  organized  by  the  present  Rector,  to 
meet  a  want  long  felt, — providing  for  children  too  young  for 
the  parish  school  proper.  It  was  established,  and  at  once 
proved  its  necessity  and  value,  opening  with  forty  pupils ;  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  Lhe  year  numbering  forty-five,  and  now  fifty, 
which  is  as  many  as  the  one  teacher  can  properly  care  for. 
This  is  also  under  the  charge  of  a  salaried  teacher, — the  cost 
of  whose  valuable  services  being  assumed  by  two  gentlemen 
of  the  congregation,  has  relieved  the  Rector  from  present 
anxiety  on  this  account.  The  expense  of  such  a  nursery 
for  the  children  of  the  parish  should  not  be  laid  upon  any  one 
or  two  individuals,  who  may  not  always  find  it  convenient  or 
agreeable,  but  should  be  accepted  as  a  privilege  and  duty  of 
the  congregation  at  large.  We  can  scarcely  overestimate  the 
value  of  these  parish  schools.  We  have  here,  under  the  daily 
tuition  of  cultivated  Christian  ladies,  with  the  constant  over¬ 
sight  and  religious  teaching  of  the  Rector,  nearly  one  hundred 
children  of  the  poor,  who  are  being  educated  and  trained  for 
the  life  of  toil  and  care  that  seems  inevitable  to  the  most  of 
them. 
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The  Parish  Library. 

The  books  found  in  the  Sunday  school  libraries  are  often 
read  as  much,  or  more,  by  the  parents  as  by  the  children. 
Every  experienced  teacher  has  felt  that  something  better  than 
these  libraries  furnish  ought  to  be  given  to  the  adults.  To 
this  end  our  parish  library  was  formed,  several  years  since, 
and  now  offers  for  the  use,  not  only  of  the  parents  of  the 
Sunday  school  children,  but  of  every  member  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  a  supply  of  books  well  worthy  the  attention  of  every 
one. 

The  head  of  this  chapter  reports  the  number  of  books  now 
on  the  shelves  between  550  and  600,  and  the  number  of  read¬ 
ers  gradually  and  steadily  increasing.  Any  one  who  will  take 
the  time  to  look  over  these  books  will  find  among  them  many 
works  of  a  very  high  character,  especially  those  upon  the 
doctrine,  discipline  and  worship  of  the  church,  as  well  as  those 
of  a  practical  character.  The  librarian,  in  his  last  report  to 
the  Guild,  says : — “  Complaints  have  been  made  by  borrowers, 
that  the  library  contains  too  few  books  of  a  light  and  enter¬ 
taining  character.”  Such  a  criticism  as  this  shows  the  true  char¬ 
acter  of  the  collection ;  the  object  of  the  establishment  of  the 
library  being  to  instruct  the  heart  and  mind,  and  to  elevate  the 
taste,  of  our  people,  rather  than  to  amuse  them.  These  books 
are  intended  for  the  use  of  the  whole  parish,  not  for  those 
only  who  are  connected  with  the  Sunday  school  children  ;  and 
families  who  have  libraries  of  their  own,  or  access  to  others, 
will  find  here,  perhaps,  many  books  which  they  have  not,  and 
would  be  glad  to  read.  As  there  is  no  fund  especially  pro¬ 
vided  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  new  books,  or  to  replace  lost 
ones,  the  aid  of  the  congregation  in  this  behalf  is  earnestly 
solicited. 


District  Visiting. 

This  chapter  was  organized,  and  commenced  its  work,  in 
December  of  last  year.  Its  objective  point  was,  the  families 
of  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the  neglected,  which  abound  in  our 
neighborhood.  This  duty  was  confided  to  a  lady,  who,  as 


io 


head  of  the  chapter,  with  seven  assistants,  working  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  chapter  of  the  mothers’  meeting,  canvassed  the 
district  bounded  by  Price  and  Ashmead  streets  and  the  main 
street  to  a  point  beyond  the  railroad.  Between  the  months  of 
December  and  June,  247  visits  were  made,  and  cards  contain¬ 
ing  notice  of  the  free  service  at  St.  Luke’s  were  left  wherever  it 
was  deemed  best  to  do  so. 

These  visitors  were  to  seek  those  who  were  not  attendants 
upon  any  public  worship,  and  to  open  the  way  for  them  to  be¬ 
come  such  ;  to  bring  the  women  to  the  mothers’  meeting,  the 
children  to  the  Sunday  school;  to  relieve  the  sick  and  the 
suffering,  and  in  every  possible  way  to  help  the  helpless. 

This  chapter  is  probably  the  most  difficult  and  arduous  of 
any  on  our  list.  It  requires  much  self-denial  and  real  courage 
to  go  on  such  an  errand,  among  strange,  and  often  rude,  peo¬ 
ple.  But  it  was  done — and  well  done — by  the  Christian  wo¬ 
men  who  took  it  in  hand.  The  results  have  been  most  sat¬ 
isfactory  and  encouraging,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
same  band,  or  a  similar  one,  will  pursue  the  work,  so  well  in¬ 
augurated,  the  ensuing  winter. 

The  expenditure  of  money  was  very  sparingly  indulged  in, 
as  it  was  deemed  best  to  help  these  people  to  help  themselves, 
rather  than  to  encourage  pauperism  by  the  more  easy  way  of 
giving  a  little  money.  In  all  these  visits,  and  with  these  six 
months  of  work,  the  small  sum  of  $63  only,  was  given  to  the 
most  needy  families. 

The  power  of  woman’s  sympathy;  the  kindly  word  spoken  ; 
the  counsel  and  instruction  out  of  a  loving  Christian  heart ;  the 
hints  in  regard  to  the  management  of  households ;  the  cordial 
invitation  to  seek  God’s  blessing  and  the  comfort  of  His  spirit 
in  His  house,  with  all  the  other  little  kindnesses  that  refined 
Christian  women — and  they  alone — know  how  to  minister, 
are  far  better  than  opening  the  hand  with  the  cold  charity  of 
money. 

All  this  was  well  done  by  this  chapter,  and  has  resulted  in 
bringing  many  adults  and  children  within  reach  of  the  ministry 
and  services  of  the  church. 

Very  many  of  these  people  are  from  the  “  old  country ,” 
where  in  early  days  they  were  accustomed  to  the  worship  of 


the  Mother  Church.  They  come  here  strangers  and  alone. 
For  awhile  they  go  to  no  place  of  worship  ;  then,  perhaps,  they 
stray  into  some  one  where  seats  are  free,  and  wander  from 
place  to  place,  with  no  home-feeling  anywhere,  and  finally 
settle  down  indifferent  to  all  religion.  Many  such  have  been 
induced  to  come  to  us,  and  been  most  grateful  for  the 
opportunity.  Unfortunately  for  them,  and  quite  as  unhappily 
for  ourselves  as  a  Christian  people,  our  accommodations  for 
them  are  so  limited  that  we  scarce  know  how  to  venture  to 
extend  a  more  generous  hand  to  them.  This  subject  may  be 
touched  upon  again  at  the  close  of  this  report. 

Thus  far  the  fruits  of  this  chapter  have  been  most  abundant ; 
but,  unless  the  field  is  kept  under  constant  cultivation,  these 
fruits  may  be  lost.  Many  of  those  found  by  the  visitors,  and 
brought  under  the  influence  of  the  church,  require  help  in 
their  new  way  of  life.  They  need  to  be  instructed  and  encour¬ 
aged.  This  involves  the  necessity  of  an  increased  number  of 
workers  in  the  field,  if  we  would  keep  what  they  have  gathered 
into  our  fold. 

The  Mothers’  Meeting. 

This  feature  of  parish  work  has  become  so  common,  of  late 
years,  as  to  be  considered  almost  a  necessity  everywhere.  It 
was  begun  with  us  some  years  since, — in  1861-2, — and  has 
been  regularly  held  weekly  during  the  winter  months.  When 
begun,  there  was  no  other  organization  of  the  kind  in  this 
place ;  consequently,  women  came,  not  only  from  other  par¬ 
ishes,  but  from  other  denominations,  and  there  were  more 
than  sixty  in  attendance.  Our  example  was  soon  followed 
by  others,  which,  of  course,  reduced  the  numbers,  but  left 
those  who  more  properly  belong  to  our  own  parish.  The 
number  in  attendance  varies  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five, — 
the  latter  being  the  number  when  the  meetings  were  closed 
for  the  summer,  in  May  last,  to  be  resumed,  it  is  hoped,  next 
month. 

The  object  of  this  chapter  is  to  afford  the  women  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  social  meetings  among  themselves, — a  few  ladies  of 
the  congregation  with  them  to  impart  some  useful  informa- 
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tion,  by  reading  and  conversation,  and  to  instruct  them  in 
plain  needle-work.  The  only  charity  afforded  the  women  is 
that  of  furnishing  them  with  staple  goods  at  cost  prices,  for 
which  they  are  permitted  to  pay  in  small  installments  at  their 
convenience,  and  which  are  made  into  garments  for  family 
use,  at  those  meetings,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  ladies. 

A  small  library  of  useful  books  is  provided  for  their  use. 
This  we  may  say,  in  passing,  at  this  time  needs  replenishing 
very  much,  and  there  is  no  parish  fund  upon  which  to  draw 
for  this  purpose.  The  women  are  visited  at  their  homes  by 
the  ladies ;  and  altogether  the  mothers’  meeting  has  proved  a 
blessing  and  comfort  to  many  of  their  families. 

The  Rector  of  the  parish  makes  this  one  of  his  points  of 
visitation ;  and  the  last  meeting  of  the  season  is  usually  made 
somewhat  of  a  festive  occasion  for  the  women,  with  their 
husbands  and  children,  through  the  kindness  of  a  few  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation. 

The  Missionary  Sewing  Society. 

The  ladies  of  this  chapter  are  engaged  in  one  of  the  most 
beneficent  services  to  which  Christian  women  can  devote 
themselves, — that  of  cheering  the  hearts  and  homes  of  the 
toiling  missionaries  of  the  church,  whose  stinted  salaries  fur¬ 
nish  them  often  with  the  merest  sham  of  a  living.  They  have 
been  thus  engaged  for  several  years.  Their  plan  of  operation 
is  to  obtain  from  the  Bishop  the  name  of  one  of  the  most 
needy  of  his  hard-working  clergy ;  then  learn  the  number, 
ages  and  condition  of  the  family,  and  prepare  material  aid 
accordingly.  The  operations  of  the  past  year  will  serve  to 
show  what  they  generally  do  : — 

Two  barrels ,  containing  clothing,  house  linen,  &c.,  suitable 
for  the  various  members  of  the  household,  and  a  box  of  prayer- 
books,  tracts  and  library  books,  were  sent  to  the  family  of 

Rev.  Mr.  - ,  of  - ;  two  barrels  and  a  box,  similarly 

filled,  to  Bishop  Morris,  to  be  used  by  him  among  his  most 
needy  missionaries; — making  four  boxes  and  two  barrels  con¬ 
taining  articles  absolutely  necessary  for  family  use,  indis¬ 
pensable,  indeed,  as  we  would  think,  but  which  these  faithful 
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men  and  women  must  have  done  without,  as  best  they  could, 
but  for  the  intervention  of  the  ladies  of  this  chapter.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  above,  the  sum  of  $289.37  was  sent  in  money  to 
the  same  place,  to  meet  some  pressing  wants. 

In  every  box  some  little  things  are  sent  for  the  little  ones  of 
the  family,  thus  making  their  hearts  glad.  We  have  called  this 
one  of  the  most  beneficent  services  in  which  the  members  of 
the  Guild  are  engaged.  It  is  eminently  so,  as  it  often  affords 
the  greatest  mental  relief  to  men  and  women  who  scarcely 
know  where  to  look  for  food  and  raiment  for  their  chil¬ 
dren,  while  their  profession  excludes  them  from  every  voca¬ 
tion  by  which  they  could  earn  the  means  of  supply.  Were 
it  proper  to  read  to  the  congregation  letters  received  in  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  these  gifts,  there  would  be  needed  no  further 
arguments  to  open  the  hearts  and  hands  of  all  who  hear  theny 
and  the  members  of  this  chapter  might  increase  their  work 
fourfold. 

Indian  Missions. 

This  chapter  is,  in  its  character  and  work,  very  similar  to 
the  last  named,  only  it  confines  its  operations  to  one  mission, — 
that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hinman  to  the  Indians.  They  have  been 
thus  engaged  for  three  years  past,  and  have  sent  out  four  bar¬ 
rels  each  year,  containing  clothing,  hospital  stores,  material 
for  work,  books,  toys,  &c.  for  the  children, — all  of  such  kind 
as  best  suit  this  half-civilized  people. 

Constant  intercourse  by  letters  with  Mrs.  Hinman  enables 
the  ladies  to  know  just  what  is  wanted,  and  they  have  exer¬ 
cised  great  skill  and  discretion  in  their  selections.  After  the 
tornado,  in  1870,  which  completely  destroyed  the  mission 
buildings,  (the  inmates  barely  escaping  with  their  lives,)  and 
as  soon  as  a  temporary  structure  was  prepared  for  occupancy, 
a  carpet  was  sent  out,  in  addition  to  the  barrels,  which  is  now 
used  in  their  new  mission  house.  The  cost  of  these  contribu¬ 
tions  has  been  defrayed  by  the  young  ladies’  Bible  class,  (No. 
1,)  aided  by  the  few  members  (about  12)  of  this  chapter. 

In  this  connection,  we  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
great  kindness  of  the  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co., 
who,  by  their  agent,  have  franked  the  packages  sent  out  by 
the  Guild ;  for  which  they  have  our  most  hearty  thanks. 
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The  Chapter  on  the  Sale  of  Work  ; 

that  is,  fancy  and  useful  articles  made  and  sold  by  the  ladies 
to  raise  money  for  such  church  purposes  as  should  be  decided 
upon  by  the  Guild.  In  connection  with  this,  several  voluntary 
chapters  were  formed,  with  the  single  purpose  of  collecting 
money,  in  sums  large  or  small,  to  be  paid  periodically,  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  same  purpose. 

At  an  early  meeting  of  the  Guild  it  was  resolved  that  all 
money  so  earned  or  collected  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
new  church  edifice,  whenever  that  should  be  undertaken.  Any 
chapter,  so  electing,  may  appropriate  its  money  to  a  special 
article  of  furniture  in  the  new  building.  The  results  of  these 
chapters  have  been  insignificant,  as  might  have  been  antici¬ 
pated,  owing  to  the  then  remote  prospect  of  such  an  under¬ 
taking  by  the  vestry.  This  prospect,  however,  now  seems  less 
remote  than  it  did  a  year  ago.  The  Rector  has  well  considered 
the  subject,  and  has  determined  to  present  it  at  an  early  day 
to  the  serious  consideration  of  his  people. 

It  may  be  considered  beyond  the  province  of  this  report  “of 
the  operations  of  the  Guild,"  to  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question  of  a  new  church ;  but,  as  it  is  one  vital  to  the  proper 
and  efficient  working  of  it,  we  may  be  pardoned  if  we  venture 
to  say  a  few  words  on  that  subject. 

We  need  say  nothing  about  the  discomfort  of  the  present 
edifice  ;  the  impossibility  of  securing  proper  ventilation  or 
temperature ;  its  dilapidated  condition,  requiring  constant  re¬ 
pair  ;  its  roof  and  walls,  inadequate  to  keeping  out  damp  and 
cold.  These  are  patent  to  all  who  worship  here.  There  are 
other  considerations,  touching  the  very  life  of  the  parish  and  its 
multiform  work.  The  pews  are  generally  all  taken,  as  it  is 
termed,  and,  if  not  occupied,  are  claimed  as  belonging  to  somebody . 

The  district  visitors  may,  and  do,  ask  scores  of  people  to 
come  to  church  here :  they  do  come ,  and  ought  to  be  claimed 
as  parishioners,  but  where  shall  they  be  seated  ? 

The  Sunday  school  children  are  trained  and  taught,  as  part 
of  their  “duty  towards  God,”  to  “worship  Him  and  to  give 
Him  thanks;”  but  it  is  actually  impossible  to  afford  them  an 
opportunity  to  do  so  in  His  holy  temple,  with  our  present 


15 


wretched  gallery,  which  will  not  hold  the  one-fourth  of  them, 
and  does  not  offer  comfortable  seats  even  to  the  few  who  can 
be  crowded  into  it.  We  have,  therefore,  every  Sunday,  to  wit¬ 
ness  the  painful  spectacle  of  a  throng  of  the  children  of  the 
church  pouring  out  of  the  parish  building  past  the  open  doors 
of  the  church  ;  and,  as  the  glad  tones  of  the  bell  summon  us 
up  to  the  Lord’s  house,  these  little  ones  are  sent  off  to  the 
streets  and  lanes  of  the  town,  to  mingle  with  those  who  know 
not  God,  nor  care  for  His  day  and  service. 

We  shall  not  raise  the  question  of  a  free-seat  or  a  pewed 
church, — it  will  be  the  province  of  the  congregation  to  settle 
that  for  themselves ;  but  we  beg  them  now  to  look  at  this 
subject  in  its  true,  practical  light.  If  the  parish  is  to  expand 
and  grow;  if  your  Rector  is  to  minister  to  the  population  im¬ 
mediately  within  and  around  our  borders ;  if  the  poor  are  to 
have  the  gospel  preached  to  them  by  our  instrumentality ;  if 
the  children  are  to  be  trained  in  the  church  and  by  its  minister, 
there  must  be  a  place  provided  for  them  :  such  place  we  have 
not  now.  There  is  scarcely  a  seat  in  the  church  now  to  which 
we  can  invite  a  stranger,  without  feeling  that  we  are  trenching 
upon  somebody’s  vested  rights.  The  only  remedy  is  a  new 
and  larger  church  edifice. 

We  will  take  the  liberty  of  reading,  in  this  place,  a  copy  of 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Guild,  and  the  response  of  the 
vestry  at  its  last  meeting  : — 

Guild  of  St.  Luke’s  Church, 

Monday,  October  2d,  1871. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Guild,  being  fully  impressed  with  the  im¬ 
portance  and  necessity  of  a  new  church  edifice,  are  ready  and  willing  to  co-operate 
with  the  vestry  in  any  measures  they  may  adopt  for  the  accomplishment  of  that 
object. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Guild  be  instructed  to  present  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  the  vestry,  at  the  next  meeting,  and  respectfully  to  ask  them 
to  take  this  matter  into  consideration,  and,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  indicate 
to  the  Guild  such  action  as  they  wish  it  to  take. 

Resolved,  That,  as  there  will  be  held,  on  the  evening  of  St.  Luke’s  Day,  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Guild,  when  an  opportunity  will  be  offered  of  presenting 
the  subject  to  the  congregation,  the  vestry  are  hereby  requested  to  authorize  the 
Guild  to  do  so  at  that  meeting,  under  the  official  sanction  of  the  authorities  of  the 
parish. 

JOSEPH  S.  PEROT, 

Secretary. 


Attest : 
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At  a  special  meeting  of  the  vestry,  held  this  evening,  the 
following  resolutions,  in  reply  to  the  resolutions  from  the 
Guild,  dated  October  2d,  were  unanimously  adopted: — 

Resolved ,  That  the  vestry  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  edifice,  and  hereby  request  the  rector  to  present  the  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  congregation  in  such  way  and  at  such  time  as  he  may  deem  best. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Guild  of  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  that  the  vestry  fully  sympathize  with  the  Guild  in  the  desire  to  begin  the 
work  of  a  new  church  building,  and  earnestly  request  their  co-operation  in  col¬ 
lecting  funds  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  vestry  hereby  assent  to  the  request  of  the  Guild  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  present  the  subject  of  building  a  new  church  to  the  congregation  on  the 
evening  of  St.  Luke’s  Day. 

Attest:  JOHN  ALBURGER, 

S'cretary  of  Vestry. 

Monday  Evening,  October  16th,  1871. 

There  is  also  another  matter  closely  connected  with,  and  of 
great  importance  to,  the  project  of  a  new  church,  to  which  we 
invite  attention  and  prompt  action. 

The  property  on  the  south  of  the  avenue  to  the  church, 
known  as  the  King  property,  is  now  offered  for  sale.  The 
vestry  has  the  refusal  of  it  for  a  few  days.  If  it  should  pass 
into  other  hands  it  will,  in  all  probability,  be  converted  to  busi¬ 
ness  purposes.  The  rear  line  of  that  property  comes  close  up 
to  the  front  door  of  the  church  ;  and  what  is  of  equal  import¬ 
ance,  is,  that  it  has  the  right  of  way  through  the  entire  length 
of  our  avenue.  The  parish  has  now  the  opportunity  of  own¬ 
ing  this  property :  it  has  long  felt  the  necessity,  and  long  de¬ 
sired  to  do  so.  Now  its  importance  is  much  increased,  not 
only  for  its  value  in  affording  a  better  place  for  a  new  church, 
by  using  a  portion  of  the  rear  of  the  lot  as  frontage,  but  more 
especially  to  prevent  any  nuisance  being  placed  there  should 
it  be  used  for  business  purposes. 

Should  this  opportunity  be  permitted  to  pass  unimproved, 
it  will  probably  never  again  offer.  The  sum  of  $5000  in  cash 
would  enable  the  vestry  to  make  the  purchase  ;  the  remainder 
of  the  money  can  remain  on  mortgage,  and  the  rental  of  the 
house  would  pay  the  interest. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  ask  a  contribution  of  this  sum ;  but  if 
parties  can  be  found  who  will  loan  that  amount  for  the  purpose, 
the  property  will  be  held  as  security  for  its  repayment. 


The  Guild  will  then  pledge  all  its  earnings  and  collections 
to  the  repayment  of  this  loan.  Besides  this,  the  vestry  may 
sell  the  old  parsonage  property,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to 
that  purpose, — when  we  would  have  exchanged  the  one  prop¬ 
erty  for  the  other.* 

There  were  several  other  chapters  formed,  and  worked  to 
some  extent;  but,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  carry  them 
on  with  our  working  force,  we  have  made  no  report  of  them. 
They  were  not,  however,  without  value  in  the  general  results. 

From  the  foregoing,  we  think  it  will  appear  that  the  Guild 
has  accomplished  something  for  the  parish.  Not  so  much  as 
we  hoped,  but  for  what  we  have  been  permitted  to  do,  we 
should  be  thankful,  and  hopeful  for  the  future. 

Much  more  might  have  been  done  had  the  members  of  the 
congregation  given  more  practical  sympathy.  For  the  gen¬ 
erous  response  so  often  made  to  the  calls  for  money  and  other 
material  aid,  the  Guild  tenders  most  grateful  thanks.  But  it 
ventures  to  ask,  for  the  future,  more  individual,  personal  co¬ 
operation. 

From  its  reorganization,  October  5th,  to  its  closing  meet¬ 
ing,  April  19th,  eight  stated  meetings  were  held,  of  which 
due  notice  was  given.  The  largest  number  in  attendance 
was  fifty-four, — and  that  number  only  once.  The  average 
number  was  thirty.  We  are  safe  in  taking  the  latter  number 
as  the  working  force  of  the  Guild.  We  are  well  aware  that 
all  cannot  and  ought  not  come  to  these  meetings ;  but  we 
trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  impertinent  if  we  beg  all  those  who 
can,  to  join  us  in  these  monthly  meetings  ;  to  take  counsel 
with  us ;  to  join  our  chapters  ;  participate  in  any  way ;  and,  at 
all  events,  to  encourage,  by  their  presence  and  social  inter¬ 
course,  those  who  must  take  the  lead. 

There  is  not  one  department  in  the  whole  work  of  the 
parish  that  would  not  be  invigorated  thereby;  and  to  the 
rector  it  would  be  as  the  hands  of  Aaron  and  Hur  were  to 
Moses  when  the  children  of  Israel  fought  with  Amalek.  We 

♦Since  the  above  was  written,  the  property  has  been  purchased  by  order  of  the  vestry,  some  of 
its  members  assuming  the  responsibility  of  the  cash  payment  of  $5000  required.  Others  of  the 
congregation  have  come  to  their  aid,  with  loans  and  contributions,  but  at  this  time  the  whole 
amount  has  not  been  subscribed.  Further  aid  towards  this  important  matter  is  earnestly  solicited 
from  members  of  the  parish. 
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have  all  something  to  do  in  this  world  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.  Bishop  Whipple  says : — “  There  are  things  that  re¬ 
quire  no  argument.  I  hold  that  it  is  a  self-evident  truth,  that 
if  any  man  shall  reach  out  his  hand  and  grasp  the  hand  of  his 
Saviour,  he  will  reach  out  the  other  hand  to  help  some  one  else .” 
A  still  higher  authority  than  the  noble  Bishop  of  Minnesota 
has  said, — “  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.” 


